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REPORT. 


ОкктоЕ SUPERINTENDENT Ровыс Гузтвосттом, Г. T., | 
Borse Orry, November 24, 1880. | 


To His Eaucellency, John В. Neil, 
Governor of Idaho: 


In presenting this Report for the years 1879 and 1880, 
I feel constrained to express my regret that it does not give a 
complete history or & more satisfactory exhibit of the actual 
condition of the schools in the Territory. The reason of this, Я 
however, will be obvious when it is remembered that the 
Territorial Superintendent’s only sources of information on 
the subject are in the data furnished by the County Superin- 
tendents, and how meagre and utisatisfactory these are; an 
inspection of the accompanying reports, will sufficiently show. 


SUPERINTENDENCY. 


Under the present school law, there is neither County nor 
Territorial Superintendency. The trustees of the varions - 
school districts are the only persons anthorized by law to 
exercise any kind of supervision in regard to schools, and in 
many cases this important duty is left almost entirely unper- 
formed. Of course, there are exceptions, but as a rule this 
portion of the work is very poorly done. 

Undeniably, the schools of the Territory would be vastly 
benefitted by a system of superintendency, complete and < 
separate from the performance of other and distinct duties; 
but іп framing a law to meet this requirement, great car 
should be taken that only those peculiarly fitted for this 
important task should be chosen. Great educators are born 
such, not made. The qualities that insure success in their 
work must be implanted—must inhere in the germ of the 
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.first infancy. It is wholly unorganized. How completely it, 


4 REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


character. While upon this subject, 1 cannot do better than 
to quote the timely and eloquent works of Charles Francis 
Adams, Jr.: 

“The scientific superintendency is, however, as yet in its 
is in Ив infancy, how wholly it lacks organization, becomes 
very apparent when the single indisputable fact is stated that“ 
in this country the development of the average human mind 
is nof recognized by our highest institutions of learning as a 
scientific study at all. They pay no attention to it—make no 
provision for it. They have medical schools devoted to the 
study of man’s body; they have dental schools devoted to the 
study of his teeth; but any one who is not a fool, the learned 
doctors tell us, can train the child’s mind! All there is to 
know on that subject can be told in half an hour, and learned 
by practice at an older teacher's side in a few weeks. Is not 
this curious? That it is a fact is indisputable. There isa 
science of law, and schools and professors to teach it. There 
is a science of agriculture, arid colleges devoted to its study. 
There is a science of mining, and institutes of technology in 
which it is taught. It is even claimed that there is a science 
of divinity. But when it comes to the educational develop- 
ment of those who are to constitute the future state, though 
we spend millions on millions upon it, the universities turn 
their heads away, and class them as something less than the 
grass of the field. They grade the child’s mind as Jower than 
its teeth. They assume that any callow youth, fresh from his 
graduate course, and with the ink hardly dry on his degree, is 
quite competent to train the first, though not to take care of 
the last. e thus turn over our children to those whom we 
would never dream of trusting with our potato patch. Such 
a denial in a republic of a science of general, as distinguished 
from higher, education, assuredly merits to be classed among 


- the inexplicable facts of the day.” 


Notwithstanding acknowledged defects, both in the 
framework and in the management of our school system, the 
о and present condition of our schools show commend- 
able and | 


GRATIFYING PROGRESS. < 


In 1879 there were 4885 school children, and 114 school 
districts in the Territory. In 1880 the number of school 
districts has increased to 149, and the number of school chil- 
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dren to 6698. In 1879 the amount raised by county and 
district taxes for school purposes was $34,255.13, and in 1880 
the amount from the same sources and for the same purpose 
is $48,016.89. 

When the condition of a new and sparsely settled country 
like Idaho is taken into consideration, this showing, though 
small and slow, as compared with what can be made for older 
and more favored communities, is, nevertheless, highly grati- 
fying to the true friends of education, who can see from it that 
at least a good beginning has been made and real progress 
commenced. 


ТЕХГ BOOKS. 


Among the improvements greatly needed is that of the 
introduction of a uniform series of text books in our public 
schools. I would most earnestly recommend that this branch 
of the subject receive the attention of our legislators. At 
present there is such а medley of books used in the various 
schools throughout the Territory, that a perfect organization 
of classes is an impossibility. Owing to this cause, the time 
and labor of the teacher is almost uselessly frittered away, in 
endeavoring to teach from as many different series of school 
books as there are families represented in the school room. 
In cases where some kind of uniformity is insisted upon, and 
adopted in particular districts, parents are subjected to the 
expense of purchasing books of another series when compelled 
to remove into other distrivts. This is a source of great 
inconvenience and expense. All these evils could be easily 
remedied by a law requiring the adoption of a uniform series. 


CONCLUSION 


In conclusion, I would say that the time is propitious for 
а new departure in matters pertaining to education, and that 
the changes and improvements so often suggested are now 
more than ever needed. The population of the Territory is 
rapidly increasing, and unless proper provision is now made to 
meet the growing demands of education, the failure to do so 
will be more severely felt within the next two years than ever 
before. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOS. PERRAULT, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 
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Перо of the County Superintendent Publie Schools of Ada County to the Superintendent of Public > 
Instruction Idaho Territori оту, from шамы 1, 1878, to August 81, 1879. 
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I hereby certify that the above reports nre correct and true, N M. HANTHORN, County Superintendent 
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I hereby certify that the above reports me conect and true 


Report of the County Superintendent Public Schools of Bear Lake County to the Superintendent 


of Public Instruction Idaho Territory, from September lot, 1878, to August 31st, 1879. 
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Several old disti lets have been consolidated, and some new ones organized 
The prevalence of diphtheria in some districts has tended to break up schools, but there. is now great interest manifested in education, 


Respectfully, ORGE OSMOND, County Superintendent, 
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Regort of the County Superintendent Publie Schools of Bear Lake County to the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Idaho Territory, from September 1st, 1879, to August 31st, 1880. 
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There Is, however, 4 determination among trustees to зетеду this in the near future. 
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ficient in good school furn 
GEORGE OSMOND, County Superintendent, 
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*5споог Books Usro —National Readers, Ruy 's Arithmetica and Algebra, Monteith's Geographies, Pinneo’s and Clark's Gram- 
таға, Willard’s History ot the United States, Spencer ian System of Writing, Bryant and Strenghami's Book-Keeping 

БкмАНЕВ —Ihere is a reasonable degree of interest taken in sch. 
school teachers are 80 low that only moderate talent can be secured, 
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Report of the County Superintendent Public Schools of Boise County to the Superindendent of 
Public Instruction Idaho Territory, from September lot, 1878, to August 31st, 1879. 
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Rewanrks.—The above 1ероті is as full 48 I can make it, as some of the trustees have not reported at all Some have reported for the 
school year imperfectly, some һауе reported for the time they were trustees, und imperfectly atthat. I have ascertuined that in seyeral 
districts the trustees haye kept no books, being one reason that they conid not make a correct report I will endeavor to have them keep 
their affairs in better shape for the future GEO W RICHARDS, County Superintendent 
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Report of the County Superintendent Public Schools of Boise County to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction [daho Territory, from September l, 1879, to August 31, 1880. 
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Report of the County Superintendent Publie Schools of Oneida County to the Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction Idaho Territory, fron September 1,1 
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Report of the County Superintendent Public Schools of Owyhee County to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Idaho Territory, from September 1st, 1878, to August 31st, 1879. 
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„School Books USED Reading, Pneiſle Series; Spelling, Swinton und Pacific Series; Spencer jan Writing, Davies? Arithmetic, 
Monteith’s Geography, Barnes? History and Sw inton’s Grammar, | 
Rewanks,—Districts No. Dand 7 wore created fiom District No. 4 by petition, and $617 10 of said money was transferred to Districts 
No Gand 7. Iwould most respectfully suggest to your depmitment that recommendations be made to our Legislative body, requesting 
that the law bo changed, and the respective Probate Judges ot the Teriltory be appointed County и of Public Schools 
JAMES LYNAM, County Superintendent, 
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Report of the County Superintendent Public Schoots of Shoshone County to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Idaho Territory, from August Uth, 1879, to September 11th, 1879. 
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*School commenced August 11th, 1870 
SB ETE Boos Овко.—Зре вк Book, Independent Reader, Davies’ Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar, History United 
an rawin 
REMARKA — Mr, Joseph Perrault: Dear Bir—Enclosed I send you some suggestions given to me by our county school teacher, which 
I think you will be pleased to read, and I think deserve to be published throughout the county Our school did not commence this year 
until the month of Angust, ав no tencher could be provided to suit the people until the present one was епкідей 
Yours respectfully, E HAMMOND, County Superintendent 
Pretor Ситу, Idaho Territory, October 6, 1879, 
The School Superintendent of Shoshone County, Idaho. Sir—I have much pleaswe іп complying with your suggestion, that I 
should give you in writing the substance ofthe remaiks I made fn the course of a recent conversation with you on the conrso of Insirnetion 
I proposed to follow in the Public Schools of Shoshone county 
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In addition to the branches asually taught in Common Schools, I propose to teach the elements of drawing, вото of the National 
Selences, Moral Philosophy and the Conatitntion of the United States. I propose. also, to devote attention fo the physical training of the 
children, ав soon д8 F obtain the necessary apparatus, The advantages of physical culture are 80 abylous that I shall not dilato on them 

The elements of these branches, are, I belleye, but rarely taught in the Common Schools, and we, in this out of the way part of the 
country, have no High Schools within easy reach It appears to me, therefore, enthely feasible and only right that, in such chcumstaneeß 
children who are zufflelently advanced should not be allowed to feel the lack of higlier ente 

As the gonerally recognized definition of education la the fitting of youth for the occupations of adult life, and the duties of good ejti- 
zenship, і e , intelligence enough to make good laws, and patriotism enough to obey them and defend them when made, I shouid, in duty 
bound, do all in my pow er to consummate this end. 

As regm ан General Culture, while recognizing the truism ‘that if a child’s culture ів spread ove. too large а surface it will be thin 
everywhere,” Cam of opinion that general culture judiciously engiatted will always prove advantageous in atter-Hfo, no mattor what the 
specific duty of each may be. I have found itso by my own experience during my residence £n many countries, and among various classes, 
It із advantageous in school Jite, both to the child and teacher, for it relieves the unvarying monotony of the half dozen or во regular 
branches of the usual Common School curriculum, the stud of which, otherwise, із Hable to become mechanical and uninteresting ~The 
child will become fonder of his school and more eager for knowledge when he knows that he will learn something fresh and Interesting 
every ung. А ]utle butter of general culture spread upon the dry bread of the usual rontine studies will vender them more palatable to 

зе young mind, 
I all the earth were paper, aud all tho sens were ink, 
And all the trees were bread and cheese, what should we do for drink??? 


Ав a supplement to my з emarkg, I think I cannot do better than epitomize and quote the opinions expressed on these branches by the 
sfiiesmen and educators ot the Department of Superintendence of tho Nattonal Association and other high authorities, 


DRAWING. 


Govorno MeClellan, of New Jersey: It is now universally recognized that Industrial diay ing is the basis which underlies, the vast. 
majority of the pursuits of our people, und that it can be profitably made a puit of the course in ош public schools. 

Hon, E, А Apgur, N. J.. There is one brauch of study which underlies all the mechanical mts, and which can and should consti- 
tute a part of public school education—this is drawing. A knowledge of drawing is Important toi every one Its practical uses cannot be 
enumeiated Little children are usnally fond of the exercise, and nature seems thus to suggest са у instruction in this branch. It should 
be continued as а daily atuily, if possible, thronghout the child’s entire public school course ' 

1a Bing. r Walter Smith, Mass.: Drawing is now generally regarded us essentially educational, taught as ^ work- hing, not as a 
aything. 
тау Hon, John Philbiick' Drawing Is regarded by ali the best nuthoiifíes, from Michael Angelo down to the present time, ав the foun- 
dation of all industrial education, Drawing should be taught In nil elementary schools, not only as being the foundation of an industrial 
education, but as being the instrument ді a general culture which every child should 1ecoive, 

Hon. J, О Wilson, D G.: If a part of tbe time now given to writing in our day schools were devoted to drawing, the wiiting 

would be better and the power of drawing be д clear gain 
SCIENTIFIC STUDIES 

Dr J M. Gregory’ АҢ men recognize the value and importance 01 sclentife studies as knowledge, nud their vital connection with 
modern arts and public well-being. Thei elements should be taught m our public schools. 

Professor W. Smith’ The most skilled nations іп Emope have learned to see by actual experiment the value of teachitlg the elements 
of art and science to all Пей. people, irom the а day of school о to the last, In public schools 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES? “ 
Mr Justice Strong, U. S. Supreme Court: The paramount purpose of public school education ts to fit the entne hody of ehildien and 
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youth ın the land for good and useful citizenship, to prepare them not merely to enjoy the blessings of an o1dei]y, wise and beneficent gov- 
einment, but to protect, perpetuate and enlarge those blessings ж.ж Ж ‘he thhd step in puse popular education which is, оз 
ought to be, secured by our public schools, ін the acquisition of that knowledge which is essential, 
the civil and social duties that will soon fall upou those instineted in the school-300m The knowledge there пари ed should be enough to 
make intelligent 01516 and useful citizens in every department of civil life * x» 5 The appropriateness and value of some 
knowledge beyond that of the mere elements of an eduvatlon are generally conceded 

Many eminent statesmen of the past have expressed the opinion that the Constitution of the United States onght to be a text book in 


all om schools 
ETHICS, OR MORAL PITMLOSOPHY 


My Justice Str wg’ The importance of moral taining cannot Ue overestimated It should ever accompany intellectual culture, 
and it will always be found a helper. 

M. F. Cowdery An important department of education, that which relates to social duties and moral obligations, is nt present, to 
n large extent, neglected Moral culture, to Buch an extent ав to enlist the sympathies form the са у sentiments, and, in 2 рел degree, 
control the motives and conduct, is enthely practicable jm аера course of common school instruction 

D Р Page: ''Kuowledge without pr petite to regulate it, may make u man а powerful villain "' И Is all-important thet ow 
youth should receive such moral training аз shall make it sue to give them hudwledge 

Нор. James Smait, Indiana: Character is superior to scholarship — Education of the intellect will not make meu good.“ There 
is a large and increasing body of thinkers, Who me of the opinion that our common school system educates the intellect, without enough 
consideration for the educatian of the heart | 

Hon W II Baninger, N.J Schools surely could teach righteousness, truth in speech, integrity in deed, industry in work, 
purity an life The school could inculcate them hy every detail of its instruction and management, the teachers by every word and action 
of thel lives, 


ox nt least useful, in the discharge oi 


I have the honor to be, sli, yom obedient servant, 
ED. W, SCOTT, Teneher School Dist No 1, Shoshone Uo , I. Т 
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Report оў the County Superintendent Public Schools of Washington County to the Superintendent 
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From September 1st, 1879, to August 8184, 1880. 
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80 SUMMARY OF REPORTS. 


SUMMARY OF REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS FOR 1879. 


4,855 


Total number of children between the ages of 5 and 21 yems . 
114 


..... 


Number of School Districts 2 ae € Pr 

Received from County and District taxes ы ҰС. e Geena ‚ $34,235 13 
. EXPENDITURES. 

For teachers? salaries, ete Wa казый CAES Де Жауды) OER $26,525 13 


A o tn cte е 


SUMMARY OF REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERIN- 


TENDENTS FOR 1880. 
Number of children between the ages of 5 and 2] years 6,698 
Number of School Districts КУ we —* Ja 149 
Received from County and District taxes езе S. 848,010 89 
EXPENDITURES 
$88,348 45 


For teachers’ salaries, etc. 


